
Portfolio Report – Specific Education 2026 

The Special Education Portfolio advocates for equitable access to education for students with 
disability, behavioural challenges, neurodivergence and medical needs  in rural and remote Western 
Australia. 

Challenges for isolated families include limited access to allied health professionals and specialist 
teachers, delays in diagnosis and assessment, reduced therapy services and intervention programs 
and travel requirements to access specialist services or schools. 

Recent reforms and reviews impacting rural students: 

• NDIS updates (2025–2026) 
• Introduction of the Thriving Kids early intervention program 
• 2025 Review of the Disability Standards for Education 
• 2025 Review of the School Education Act (WA) 
• Regional Education Strategy 2024 (released 2025) 

NDIS announced changes to their reform around children under 9 years old, with a focus on 
community-based intervention rather than NDIS funded private providers. In our rural locations across 
WA many of the community-based providers were completely replaced by the surge or NDIS 
businesses and the landscape of what is available has changed. The Thriving Kids Program has been 
introduced to specifically work with children with mild/moderate developmental delays and Autism, 
which is of great concern to our rural families who may have already waited considerable time to get 
to diagnosis point and therapy intervention. Services are meant to be delivered through schools, 
childcare and community providers, which are some of the hardest things for our rural families to 
access. Families are also being contacted for NDIS reviews with questions around functional capacity 
testing that is required to continue services, for 
many of our rural families getting this testing done 
in allocated time frame is not feasible due to travel 
and wait lists, which is having a impact and lessening 
of funding available going forward.  

The 2025 Review of the Disability Standards for 
EducaLon (federal) in Australia aims to strengthen 
the rights of students with disabiliKes to access and 
parKcipate in educaKon on the same basis as their 
peers, building upon the 2005 standards and 
incorporaKng recommendaKons from the Disability 
Royal Commission. For rural and remote students, 
this review is criKcal, as it directly addresses the 
significant, and oQen overlooked, barriers they face 
regarding access to services, funding, and specialist 
support. A posiKve of the review for our rural 
families is that Early Childhood EducaKon and Care 
(ECEC) has now been introduced into the standards, 
which is crucial for inclusion and early intervenKon if 
children in our isolated areas are using childcare 
services. The review also recommended uKlizaKon of 
the “Schooling Resource Standard (SRS) locaKon 



loading to provide further funding in 2026 to regional and remote areas, a recogniKon that educaKng 
students in these areas oQen costs more.  
 
ICPA WA spent considerable time putting a submission into the Review of the School Education Act 
1999 (WA), we attended face to face sessions in Perth at the Department of Education and in regional 
locations face to face. Our message was clear and simple… “Every child and young person with a 
disability and or complex medical needs living in Rural, Regional and Remote Western Australia 
should have equity in access to quality educa>onal opportuni>es that will enable them to achieve 
their full poten>al and put them on a pathway to a successful future where they feel valued and 
included.” The review was tabled and released in October 2025. The key themes of ICPA WA advocacy 
were to include all forms of medical, social and educaKonal disability into the definiKon, giving clarity 
to our families that their child with a diagnosis of a condiKon such as ADHD should be  treated with 
fairness and inclusion into framework of educaKonal planning.  
 
Treatment of our rural kids 
on aXempKng to enrol into 
a school with a disability 
and medical condiKons 
was also addressed at 
length; we spoke about 
the barriers of being 
accepted into a boarding 
school and access to bus 
services at length. Too 
oQen we hear of families 
that have had issues 
enrolling their kids into a 
boarding school, due a 
child’s medical or 
educaKon needs, some of 
our families have been 
asked to come back in a 
few years’ Kme, once they 
have grown up a bit. Does 
this sound like a fair and 
inclusive enrolment process?  Bus and transport services were also addressed, accessibility for our 
rural families to use these services on the same basis as everyone else is imperaKve to our ability to 
educate our kids in our local community and access educaKon throughout the journey from primary, 
secondary and terKary.  
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Accessing the 
AIC and 
BAHA with a 
Medical 
Statement – Student 
with Special Needs.  

The Australian Government Guide to Policy Law website has all versions of the AIC allowance policy 
and review since 2002. ICPA WA have reviewed these documents which can be found here: 



hXps://guides.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2025-12/1196-december-2025-aic-0.pdf 
And believe them to be the best source of informaKon to access the AIC if your children needs to be 
educaKed at home through a distance ed program or aXend boarding school to be close by a medical 
professional. The above website has examples of medical condiKons that would be deemed suitable 
to qualify for the AIC. Many of our rural children choose boarding for access to medical treatment and 
care along with specific educaKon programs that can be offered in a different locaKon. Some of our 
member families have had success in applying for this AIC allowance, with submission of the below 
(SY099) medical form that can be completed by a doctor. Please contact your schools Specific 
EducaKon Unit to discuss further also, as they can provide supporKve documentaKon to assist.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Voice, our kids, our stories. 

https://guides.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2025-12/1196-december-2025-aic-0.pdf


Examples of case studies that we use in our advocacy to give an accurate picture of what it really 
feels like to live and be educated in a rural environment in WA. Your voice ma>ers and your stories 



are powerful in effec@ng change.  

 



 


