
ICPA WA Student Accommodation  

Portfolio Overview 2026 
At the 2025 Federal Conference the WA State delegates sat on a table with people from SA, NSW, QLD 
and the NT. Conversation kept flowing back to the cost of boarding and how expense it is getting. We 
discussed what each state offers as a allowance to help manage the cost. In WA, we are well behind. 
Our current Boarding away from Home Allowance sits at $1461 per year. QLD is as high as $10,891 
with additional allowances for travel and disability. As a result of this newfound information, we have 
met with the Minister for Education to request an increase of the BAHA to $5000 to bring us into line 
with other States offerings.  Successful applicants for the BAHA are also dropping, with a reduction of 
successful applicants by 26%.  

BAHA RATES and RECIPENTS – 6 years of captured data 

Year of Schooling Number of 
applications 

Per year per 
applicant $ 

Total cost of scheme  

2026 Yet to open $1461 - 

2025  936* $1424.00 Still open for applicants 

2024 1024 $1,389 $                    1,422,336.00  

2023 1046 $1,350 $                    1,412,100.00  

2022 1190 $1,320 $                    1,570,800.00  

2021 1279 $1,279 $                    1,635,841.00  

2020 1338 $1,338 $                    1,790,244.00  

2019 1375 $1,375 $                    1,890,625.00  

 

A 36 page document has been shared with the Minister outlining our recent conference moWons, the 
true cost of boarding and our recommendaWons to look at who is boarding and where are they located. 
The 14 WA Government ResidenWal boarding faciliWes currently offer 1400 places, and the non-
government sector has more than 2,800 placements. The cost range is from $9,563.00 to $69,425.00 
per year for boarding and tuiWon. The Non-Government Sector now has a average boarding cost of 
$29,538.89 per year in 2026.  

ICPA would also like to acknowledge that we have had li]le movement in the TerWary educaWon space 
for accommodaWon, yet we know that there are many students who need accommodaWon to access 
university. We would be pleased to hear from you and your child’s journey to fund suitable 
accommodaWon for uni, tafe, prac placement and trade qualificaWons.   



List of current boarding facili5es in WA 

 

 Australian boarding facilities can be guided by AS 5725:2015, Boarding standard for 
Australian schools and residences 

The review for boarding standards has been announced, and we have the Federal ICPA President Mrs 
Louise MarWn and Department of EducaWon Staff Member siang on the review commi]ee. We would 
be pleased to hear from you on your thoughts around the standards 
and we hope to offer or be involved in the review into the future to 
benefit all of our ICPA families and children in their educaWonal 
journey.  

Department of Educa5on WA Standards  

h]ps://www.educaWon.wa.edu.au/standards Guide to registraWon 
standards and other requirements for non-government schools 
effecWve 1st January 2024 can be found on the Department of 
EducaWon website.  

Extract on sec,on 8, boarding to follow.  

 

Residential Boarding Facilities In Western Australia 2026 
Aquinas College Residential College Broome 
Bunbury Cathedral Grammar School Residential College City Beach  
CAPS Coolgardie Residential College Esperance 
CAPS Wongutha - Gibson Residential College Geraldton  
Carmel Adventist College Residential College Merredin 
Christ Church Grammar School Residential College Moora 
Clontarf Aboriginal College Residential College Narrogin 
Esperance Anglican Community School Residential College Northam 
Great Southern Grammar Rotary Residential College 
Guildford Grammar School Santa Maria College 
Hale School Scotch College 
Karalundi College - East Murchison St Brigid's College 
La Salle College St Hilda's Anglican School for Girls 
Manjali Studio School - Kimberley St Mary's Anglican School for Girls 
Martyku Jijku Maya - MJM Boarding House Newman Wesley College 
Mazenod College West Aust College of Agriculture Cunderdin 
Methodist Ladies College West Aust College of Agriculture Denmark 
Penrhos College West Aust College of Agriculture Harvey 
Perth College West Aust College of Agriculture Morowa 
Presbyterian Ladies College West Aust College of Agriculture Narrogin 
Residential College Albany Yiramalay Studio School - Kimberley 

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/standards




 

Residen5al and Agricultural Colleges 

We have several moWon in recent years around residenWal colleges, funding of infrastructure and 
management. At the Wme of wriWng this report ICPA WA understands that all 9 ResidenWal Colleges 
and 5 Agricultural Colleges have been brought under the same leadership team going forward. LINC 
commi]ees (as per informaWon below) have been introduced for community input for residenWal 
colleges. ICPA WA look forward to the evoluWon of these commi]ees to bring a greater understanding 
between families, students and community and will follow closely their evoluWon and purpose to form 
transparent engagement and greater understanding for families including Terms of Reference and 
Good Governance Training for members. FuncWons of Link Commi]ees can be found in the School 
EducaWon Act 1999, PART 6A, Student ResidenWal Colleges. The School EducaWon Act 1999 can be 
found  on the WA LegislaWon website.  

 



 

 


