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PORTFOLIO REPORTS - STATE COUNCIL 

STUDENT ACCOMMODATION REPORT 

Jasmyn Allen – Portfolio Leader, March 2025 

In Western Australia, we have boarding schools in the private sector administered through Catholic Education 

West Australia (CEWA) (three Schools), Association of Independent Schools or Western Australia (AISWA) (23 

Schools), and a couple of programs that offer a homestay-style boarding option both for domestic and 

international students.  

The Department of Education has nine residential colleges and five WA Colleges of Agriculture with boarding 

facilities for Years 10, 11 and 12.  ICPA (WA) research lists 41 secondary residential boarding facilities in WA 

for 2025, along with two additional organisations offering homestay-style boarding arrangements. Many 

schools that do not have a residential facility offer a dedicated staff member to act as a boarding liaison officer 

for students enrolled at their chosen school and attending either a WA Department of Education Residential 

College, Rotary Residential College in Perth or external homestay arrangements.  

Our Western Australian residential boarding facilities are in high demand, with several reaching full capacity 

and a waiting list for future enrolments. Australian Boarding Schools Association (ABSA) data collection tells 

us that 93 per cent of students enrolled in boarding facilities are from regional, rural and remote WA, however, 

there is a growing trend of families wishing to board their children due to FIFO work schedules and 

employment opportunities both overseas and in remote WA.  

Enrolments in regionally based residential facilities are at an all-time high, with families opting to keep their 

children closer to home to stay connected and maintain strong family bonds. 

Regional school offerings are strengthening, and this has seen an influx of families being able to have a choice 

of education locally.  In other states across Australia, rural boarding in large centres in regional areas is very 

popular, with several boarding facilities per location.  This may also be an emerging space in WA education as 

regional centres have shown significant growth in recent years.  

ABSA 2024 census data tell us that WA has the third largest boarding population in Australia with 3,499 

students. WA also have 702 staff working in boarding schools across our state.  

Registration of a non-government (NGSR) school requires compliance with the WA Department of Education 

registration process and School Education Act 1999 along with other relevant policies and procedures.  
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Schools may be registered for between one to five years, with the length of registration based on compliance 

history and NGSR’s risk assessment history. The NGSR standards have recently been updated as of the 1 

January 2024 and can be found here: https://www.education.wa.edu.au/ngsr-guide  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard 8 provides requirements for boarding facilities and also makes reference to: “The policies and 

procedures should be benchmarked against contemporary best practice in protecting the safety and wellbeing 

of students in boarding facilities, as determined by a relevant peak body, such as the Boarding Standard for 

Australian schools and residences (AS 5725;2015) published in July 2015 by Standards Australia.” 

ICPA (WA) would like our members to feel comfortable in understanding the policies and processes that sit 

alongside boarding and residential facilities as part of the professional manner in which boarding houses 

conduct themselves.  

The Boarding Standard for Australian Schools and Residences is now 10 years old, and ABSA has recently 
announced a review of the standards. ICPA will have a seat at the table as part of the formal review process 
and we encourage our members to come forward with information regarding the standards and how they 
work across the boarding sector in WA.  

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/ngsr-guide


2025:  53RD ICPA (WA) STATE CONFERENCE     PORTFOLIO REPORTS     icpa.com.au/wa 

Portfolio Reports 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2025:  53RD ICPA (WA) STATE CONFERENCE     PORTFOLIO REPORTS     icpa.com.au/wa 

Portfolio Reports 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the 2023 State Conference Midwest Branch presented a motion concerning the complex issue of support 

for students with a disability residing in boarding house facilities. The motion aimed to ensure students’ needs 

are addressed effectively through the implementation of reasonable adjustments and accommodations with 

a provision of funding coming from the State Government to support these students.  

At the 2024 State Conference Lakes District Branch presented a motion to prioritise increased support for staff 

and students in Residential Colleges with a focus on often hidden disabilities including Attention Deficit 

Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD), Oppositional Defiant Disorder (ODD), anxiety disorders and other mental health 

challenges.  

Much of our work throughout 2024 in the Student Accommodation Portfolio has centred around ICPA State 

Council advocating for the needs of students in boarding facilities facing significant challenges over and beyond 

what is expected of a student in a secondary boarding facility.  Submissions have been formally made to: 

• School Education Act 1999 

• Regional Education Strategy  

Both of these reviews have strongly advocated for the needs of boarders in relation to the last two years of 

motions that have been presented to conference.  
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SCHOOL EDUCATION ACT REVIEW 

On 4 December 2023, the Minister for Education, Hon. Dr Tony Buti MLA announced a review of the School 

Education Act 1999 (WA) to identify opportunities to strengthen access and inclusion for students with 

disability. 

The consultation phase ran from 20 August to 4 October 2024 and involved: 

• over 30 consultation and information sessions with over 280 people 

• over 200 formal submissions – through either the online form, phone calls or emails 

• public face-to-face sessions in Perth as well as regional WA. 

The review is now complete. The Expert Panel and Advisory Council provided the Minister for Education with 

a final report in December 2024. A final report is yet to be released. 

ICPA (WA), welcomed the opportunity to provide feedback on the Review of the School Education Act 1999 

and to highlight the challenges that are unique to rural and remote students, to ensure effective support for 

these children in their education journey in Rural, Remote and Regional (RRR) Western Australia.  

ICPA values align closely with Minister Buti’s ‘Message from the Minister’:  

“I believe every child and young person with a disability has the right to a quality education where they feel 

valued, included and supported to reach their full potential.”  

PRIORITY AREAS FOR ICPA (WA) 

BOARDING AND RESIDENTIAL COLLEGES  

Western Australia has students in both public residential colleges and in private boarding schools. For a variety 

of reasons, families may choose one or the other as a preferred option. In the private sector, the Association 

of Independent Schools of Western Australia (AISWA) and Catholic Education Western Australia (CEWA) are 

prominent governing bodies of the majority of boarding houses attached to schools. To register their school, 

they need to complete registration with the WA Department of Education.  

ENROLMENT  

Students are still being turned away from education facilities because they have a disability, it is real, and it is 

happening in our state right now. The United Nations says “Everyone has the right to education no matter who 

they are: regardless of race, gender or disability…” The Disability Standards for Education 2005 (DSE) says “The 

DSE seek to ensure that students with disability can access and participate in education on the same basis 

as students without disability.” And the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 makes it the law in Australia that 

children have the right to an education.   

For children with a disability from our geographically isolated areas in WA, education involves School of the 

Air (SOTA), boarding and Residential Colleges, small rural public schools with less than 10 children in the whole 

school, large and small private schools, the rural school bus system as administered through the Public 

Transport Authority - School Bus Services (SBS) and a whole lot of support and nurture from families and 

carers. These systems are not consistent in how they go about enrolling a student with a disability and often 

the process of enrolment is tricky with huge requirements of paperwork, meetings, sourcing extra medical 

supportive documentation or further diagnosis.   

ICPA (WA) advocates for achieving equitable access to an appropriate education for our families. School 

enrolments are difficult for our families with children with a diagnosis as it often involves a transition for the 

child due to school access (bus) or transition to high school (boarding).  We represent a large demographic of 

families who live in very geographically remote locations; unfortunately, disability does not choose only those 
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with good access to town and suitably provisioned educational facilities. Our families live 100’s, if not 1000’s 

of kilometres away from schools, and when our families put in an application for enrolment to a school, 

especially to cater for high school and boarding, to be turned away is devastating.   

One of our families was told (on application for high school with boarding): “Come back again in a few years, 

she might have grown out of her development challenges by then, we will look at your application then…”   

HEALTHCARE AND DIAGNOSIS  

Members from State Council attended two sessions face-to-face with the independent review panel members.  

Honest conversation and case studies were shared around rural and remote students in boarding with 

diagnosed and undiagnosed conditions such as ADHD, anxiety and other physical and mental health 

challenges. We highlighted the complex needs of a child with these conditions and made recommendations 

around: 

• Care plans being implemented into boarding facilities as a standardised planning mechanism 

(currently there is no requirement for this). 

• Specialised training for staff members in mental health care. 

• Ability for students to be able to return during the day to a residential facility for time out including 

flexible arrangements between school health staff and facility supervisors.  

• Improved communication between school/parents and boarding facilities if a child has issues during a 

school day that might impact their presence back in boarding inclusive of a feedback system for 

parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


